21 - 



WHAT IS CLAIMED IS; 



1 . A mjethod for monitoring operation of a thermal 
device, comprising the steps of: storing in sequence 
detection data* on operating states at specified time 

5 intervals and detection time thereof as operating state 
data; storing detection data on operating states when a 
failure occurs rai a thermal device (1) and failure 
occurrence time as Vpoint-of -failure data; storing operating 
state data for a specified period of time including the 
10 failure occurrence time; and outputting stored operating 
state data and point-J©f -failure data. 

2 . An apparatujs for monitoring operation of a 
thermal device, comprising: detection means for detecting 
operating states of a thermal device (1); processing means 

15 (14), storage means (151); and output means, wherein the 
processing means (14) stores in sequence detection data and 
detection time thereof from the detection means in the 
storage means (15) as operating state data at specified 
time intervals, stores det Action data on operating states 

20 when a failure occurs in the^hermal device (1) and failure 
occurrence time in the storage means (15) as point -of - 
failure data, stores operating^ state data for a specified 
period of time including the faaklure occurrence time in the 
storage means (15), and outputs \tored data in the storage 

25 means (15) to the output means. 
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3 . An apparatus for moni^bring operation of a 

thermal device as defined in CJ-^xm 2, further comprising a 
monitoring side device (20) /flAr receiving the point -of - 
failure data and the opera^ng state data of the thermal 
device ( 1 ) 




